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Mostol tho diseaWS which afflict mankind Are origu-
alli caused by a disordered condiUon of the LIV E R-

i or nil complaint of thi kind such as Torpidity of-

tho Liver Biliousness Nervous Dyspepsia Indiges-

tion
¬

Irregularity of tne Bowels Constipation 1 latu-
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JIUKDEIt AND SUICIDE

A Parker County Man Kills Ills Wife and
Child and Then Ends Ills Own Life

Special to the Gazett-
eWkatiikuford Tex Jan 20 Mr

William D Smith a merchant of Ag es
eighteen miles north of this place was in
the city today and reports the sad fate of-

an entire family near Acnes yesterday
evening at 0 oclock John Dickey a
farmer living two miles north of Agnes
without any warning whatever took a
stick of wood and murdered Ms
wife breaking her skull and
causing instaut death He then
madeor his little threeyearold child
who was then iii the arms of its grand-
mother

¬

end succeeded in murdering it in
spite of all that could be done by the
grandmother to save the childs life No
harm was done his motherinlaw who
was holding the child at the time Dickey
murdered it As soon as he succei ded in
murdering his wife and child the murderer
walked to the side of his dead wife took
from his person a revolver placed the
muzzle of the pistol into his mouth
and discharged it causing instant
<lesth Mr Smith says Dickey has lived
ra that section for several5 cars and has
always been quiet and a good neighbor
and it is not knownthat any trouble be-

tween
¬

him and his wife has ever existed
Two or three weeks ago he gave signs of
temporary insanity for a few day but it
was thought he had fully recovered trom
it Your reporter learned from Mr Matt
C Cameron of this city that Dickey
moved from 1anolB county Miss live
years ago and located in the neighbor-
hood

¬

in which he lived at the timeof the
tragedy

a

JIUKDEK AND LYNCHING

Two Itrothers Shot for Killing a California
Saloon Keeper

The Nkedles CiLJan20 News has
been received that llawes brothers shot
and killed J U Berry a saloonist at the
Flagstaff yesterday morning for interfer-
ing

¬

in 11 quarrel between Hawes brothers
and another man in the saloon Iialt an
hour after the murder twenty citizens cap-
tured

¬

the two brothers and shot them
dead Berry was known as a peaceful
man
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The First Message from the New Ad-

ministration

¬

to the New Legisla-

ture

¬

Strong State Paper

jueslioiisDealt With that Must Engage

the Attention of the LawJlakers
for the Good of the State

A Policy Outlined that Iireatlies a Spirit
of Fairness ami Justice to All

Interests

Special to the Gazette
Austin Tkx Jan 20 Following is

the full text of Gov Ross message to the
legislature as read before the two houses
today
Gentlemen of the Senate and House of Repre-

sentatives
The able and comnrehensive message

of my predecessor in ollice already laid
before you together with the biennial re-

ports
¬

of the various officers having in
charge the business of the state has left
no special duty for me to discharge m this
message save to recommend to your hon-
orable

¬

bodies such legislation as may oc ¬

cur to me to be expedient Congratulat ¬

ing you upon the wisdom and ability with
which the business of the state seems to
have been conducted for the past two
years I will proceed at once to submit
for your patriotic consideration some
measures of legislation which I deem
proper to be enacted for the advancement
of the state and the protection of its in-

terests
¬

TAXATION AND REVENUES
The chief concern of any people living

under a government like ours mustneces-
sarily relate to the economical adminis-
tration

¬

of the finances raised as all pub-
lic

¬

funds are by a system of direct taxa-
tion

¬

This system not only engenders
and stimulates a jealous watchfulness on
the part of the people as to the adminis-
tration

¬

of the funds after tbey are once in
the treasury but also necessitates great
care upon 1he part of the law making de-

partment
¬

of the government in order to
assure the lightest burden of taxation
compatible with efficient and economical
administration and an equal and just dis-

tribution
¬

of this burden among the
taxpayers so that none should
receive special favors or incur
sptcial and onerous liabilities
Our ptople are never backward or re-

luctant
¬

in coming to the support of the
government with their earnings when
they Know that the public funds thus
raised will b2 judiciously and honestly ap ¬

plied to the interests of the government
economically administered and when
they feel that the government is taking
no more from them for this purpose than
It is taking from their neighbors Hence
the provision found in all the constitu-
tions

¬

of our states which requires that
taxation shall be equal aud uniform Of
course in the administration of human
government by human agencies exact
equality and uniformity cannot be
secured in all cases Bu the principle
is enjoined upon us for our guidance
and It is our duty as it should be our
pleasure to strive to attain as exact a
degree of equality and uniformity as
may be practicable I regret to say that
while our tax laws seem to have been
framed theoretically upon this coustitU-
tional principle yet in their practical ad-

ministration
¬

there is but little of equality
or uniformity obtained A critical exam ¬

ination of the assessments of almost any
county in our state will doraonstrate that
some taxpayers are unduly burdened
while others almost entirely escape any
taxation whatever

How often is it found that in the matter
of assessments upon real property which
ought to be susceptible to perfect equal-
ity

¬

in taxation that lands or buildings
situated along side of each other and
without any appreciable difference in
value are assessed at disproportionate
amounts And the conscientious
taxpayer who sees proper to
render his property at its
proper value is thus forced to pay not
only his proper share of taxation but
also to pay out of his means some por-
tion

¬

of the taxes due by his neighbor
and which his less concientious neigh-
bor

¬

avoids by under valuation in assess-
ments

¬

I think I hazard nothing in the
statement that this inequality in as-

sessment
¬

has been a potent factor in
preventing the reduction of the rate of
taxation in our state and that if we
can devise a proper remedy for this
grievance we shall soon be able to
lift from the shoulders of the people e
considerable portion of thfir public
burdens for a just assessment of the
property ofthe state at present rates
of taxation would more than fill our
treasury to overflowing In particulari-
zing

¬

real property as an illustration of
the grievance it will of course not be
understood that inequality of taxation
is confined to this subject matter The
evil on the contrary eaters largely into
many If iiot all other species of prop-
erty

¬

My information is that large
quantities of cattle sheep and horses
especially in the unorganized counties
annually escape all taxation And the
returns of cash and stock and bonds
indicated by the rolls In the comp-
trollers

¬

office manifest that our people
are either possessed of very little money
at the beginning of each year or that
our tax officers are singularly derelict
in ascertaining the amount actually pos-
sessed

¬

I respectfully recommend for your con-
sideration

¬

that some different method for
ascertaining the values of property ren-
dered

¬

for taxation be devised and
enacted The laws governing assess-
ments

¬

while apparently stringent in re-
quiring

¬

the assessor to flx and certify
values and imposing the duty on boards
of equalization to revise the work of the
assessor have failed in practical opera-
tion

¬

for reasons perhaps tally aDparent
and not necessary to be discussed The
taxpayer should not be called upon to flx-
a value to his property but that duty
should devolve upon the assessor and
the boards of equalization should be re-
quired

¬

after completing their revision of
the tax lists to append thereto their
affidavits similar to the affidavits now re-
quired

¬

by law of assessors and to the
effect that the values in the list are the
just and true values of the Items of prop-
erty

¬

therein contained By this method
values would be fixed by disinterested
public officers and the citizen could be
heard as to the value of his property be ¬

fore final action of the board of equali-
zation

¬

as at present allowed by law
I also suggest for the consideration of

your honorable bodies the propriety of
enacting a law for the prevention of any
person or corporation removing any per-
sonal

¬

property from the county wherein it

is assessed without first paying the taxes
due thereon making such exceptions as
may be necessary as to the rolling stock
of railways and other special property so-

as to notEeriously interfere with freight
and commerce

I also recommend that some provision
be made to secure the state against loss
of taxes in cases of insolvency It hap-
pens

¬

not infrequently that heavy stocks
of merchandise are held on January 1 of
each year subject to taxation bnt be-

fore
¬

the tax becomes due the owner be-

comes
¬

insolvent or is attached the mer-
chandise

¬

is sold and the state loses its
revenue

The law making taxes on personal
property a lien might afford a remedy for
this evil if found not incompatible with
the constitution but if found liable to
constitutional objection it occurs to me
that it would be competent for the law-
making

¬

power to provide that in cases of
attempted removal the tax should be-

come
¬

due immediately and that property
be subject to seizure and sale by the col-

lector
¬

And before the comple-
tion

¬

of the rolls the affidavit
or certificate of the assessor
should constitute a sufficient warrant to
authorize the collector to act And in
this connection I would suggest the pro-
priety of the enactment of a law compell-
ing the sheriff or other officer wnenevcr-
he shall sell any property under execu-
tion

¬

decree or other process from any
court to ascertain what taxes are due
upon such property or from the party
owning the same and upon a sale there-
of

¬

to pay the taxes found to be due to
the tax collector of his county out of the
first money received by him from such
sale By proper provisions against these
losses which are of frequent occurrence
the revenues of the state would be great-
ly

¬

augmented and all property be forced
to bear its jnst proportion of taxation

I call to your serious attention the de-

fect
¬

in our systen of tax sales Upon the
adoption of our present constitution it
was a matter of common belief and un-

derstandinc that its regulations for the
sale of landed property for taxes
would secure the state against fu-

ture
¬

loss of revenue in the mat-
ter

¬

of taxes upon lands by vesting
a good and perfect title in the pur-
chaser

¬

at delinquent sales subject to re-

demption
¬

by the owner for a short time
and under the influence of this censtitu-
tional provision and subsequent legisla-
tive

¬

regulations the number of delin-
quents

¬

decreased to a remarkable de-

gree
¬

and the state secured its revenue
even though forced to resort to sales
Subsequent decisions of our highest
court holding purchasers to a rigid proof
that all the minute requirements of the
law had been complied with the correct-
ness

¬

ol which decision I do not assail
have resulted in destroying confidence in
tux titles to such a degree that few pur-
chasers

¬

are now found at tax sales end
the state has become practically the sole
bidder only to receive its own tax title
and lose its revenue The regulations of
the constitution designed to stimulate
and secure the prompt payment of taxes
have thus turned to torment us and
prove a serious obstac e in the enactment
of the proper remedy I respectfully
suggest to your honorable bodies that
the exigency is fcutliciently serious to jus-
tify

¬
your cateful consideration whether

or net it would be advisable Ij propose a
constitutional amendment to the people
for the state is powerless under our own
laws to enforce a prompt colltctiou of
taxes levied for necessary public pur-
poses

¬

and our lawmakers can make no
provision for the successful administra-
tion

¬

of state affairs and our executive
and judicial officers will be left powerless
to discharge tne functions devolved upon
tbem-

I can conceive of no greater public ca-

lamity
¬

to the state than a return to that
system which kept the state treasury
empty and left the collection of revenue
the voluntary action of the citizen in con
Mbutmg or withholding his taxes at
pleasure And we are seriously hreat-
ened with that calamity Tile people rely
upon the wisdom and patriotism of your
honorable bodies to devise a correction
of this threatened evil and I am sure that
eie you return to your homes the antici-
pated

¬

remedy will be provided
It occurs to me also that some legisla-

tion
¬

is needed for the proper regulation
of payments into the treasury The ex-

perience
¬

of mankind in financial admin
tration justifies the statement that the
payments of money into the treasury and
the withdrawing it therefrom should
not be entrusted by law to
the same person in that it
fails to furnish proper checks to official
conduct In tne earlier period of our state
government and up to the year 1S7I-
I think the revenues of the state were
paid direct to the treasurer upon a de-

posit
¬

warrant of the comptroller but
about that time a practice began to obtain
on the part of colltctors of paying the
revenue directly to the comptroller to be
deposited by that officer in the treasury
And this practice continued until sanc-
tioned

¬

by the legislature in the passage
of a law authorizing or apparently
authoiizing the continuance of the prac-
tice

¬

Under such methods whether sanc-
tioned

¬

by law or custom the financial
affairs of the state are committed ex-
clusively

¬

to the management of the comp-
troller

¬

and the du y of the treasurer Is
limited to the receipt of revenues from
the comptroller and Its payment to public
creditors on his order Fortunately for
the sta e the office of comptroller has
been filled by a succession of worthy and
patriotic citizens and the state so far
has not suffered serious detriment by this
practice which in principle is wrong and
should be corrected Our revenues and
expenditurs are about equal in amount
but the inflow into the treasury is not
uniform as there are certain seasons of
the year when the receipts are small
Power should not be vested in any oneciti
zen no matter how honest or capable he
may be to arrest or retard the flow of
revenues Into the treasury and certain
power should not be vested in the same
individual to deplete the treasury at
pleasure without other check than appro-
prations made by the legislature On
principle the comptroller who is the
auditing officer of the government and a
check on the treasurer should not handle
the public funds either in going into the
treasury or coming outjbut the limitations
of the constitution as to the executive
officers and the provisions of onr tax
laws which require frequent transmis ¬

sions of public funds by collectors may
not admit of that radical correction which
the principles of safe administration
would require

I recommend to your honorable bodies
such a change in our laws as will require
collectors to report collections and pay
the same into the treasury on first of each
month commencing with a specified
month in each fiscal year one of such re ¬

ports to be forwarded to the comptroller
and another to the treasurer and the lat-
ter

¬

officer tobe required to notify tho
governor of any failure to report by a col-
lector

¬

after the expiration of five daysj or
his failure to pay into the treasury prompt ¬

ly all taxes then due from him tothestate-
By some such method as this other of-

ficers
¬

besides the comptroller would be
kept informed of the revenues and it
would not lie In the power of that officer
even if so disposed to embarrass the op-

erations
¬

of the treasury and to withhold
from it Its just receipts without the pub-
lic

¬

at least being informed of the true
situation and its cause In many of the
most populous counties a literal compli ¬

ance with the existing law which requires
a collector to pay Into the treasury at
once all sums of money when collections
amount to S500 or more is impossible
His collections have to be divided be-

tween
¬

the various interests involved and
it not unfrequently occurs that taxpay-
ers

¬

crowd his office in maklnz their pay-
ment

¬

and his collections after banking
hours amount to a 1000 or more The
obvious duty to be met is to provide such
facilities and safeguards as will secure
close remittances and prompt deposits in
the treasury to save the government from
temporary embarrassment

The report of the Hon W J Swain
comptroller of public accounts Is re-

spectfully
¬

called to your attention fur-
nishing

¬

as it does valuable information
and suggestions as to the financial condi-
tion

¬

of the state and the propriety of
making certain chances in the laws
regulating our financial management
From this report it appears that
for the year ending August 31 1SS5 the
receipts of public money from the usual
and ordinary sources of revenue were
S1C739SS 22 while the expenditures for
tae same period were 81079381 20
showing a deficit for that year of S30G
393 03 This deficit was fully covered
as is shown by said report by the balance
on hand at the beginning of said year
which amounted to 8145298 2G and by
the sale of bonds and loans to the state
of special funds in the treasury aggre-
gating

¬

the further sum of 24593G41
for the year ending August 31 188C The
total receipts from ordinary sources of
revenue amounted to the sum ol

211403140 while the expendi-
tures

¬

amounted to the sum of
8103541014 and the cash balance re-

maining
¬

on hand in the treasury at the
commencement of the present fiscal year
September 1 18SG was 85G34G290 In
this connection your attention is called
to the amount of deficiencies for which
appropriations are necessary

The late comptroller is of the opinion
that the present rate of taxation will
not only be sufficient to defray the
current expense of the government
economically administered but provide
a moderate surplus for any reasonable
emergency And in this opinion I con-
cur

¬

There are certain extraordinary ex-

penditures hereinafter referred to and
discussed which in my judgment have
become essential and the limited surplus
of revenue indicated by these figures
should admonish us to a prudent hus ¬

bandry of our resources if we would
escape future financial embarrassment

PENITENTIARIES
The proper disposition of the convicts

in our state is justly regarded a question
of paramount importance to the general
welfare Sending petty thieves to the
penitentiaries has overcrowded these in-

stitutions
¬

withoutapparently lessening the
frequency of crime and sending them to
the county jails only encourages them m-

idlenes and imposes the costs of their
maintenance on the puoiic without the
possibility of improving their morals or
working their reformation Under exist-
ing

¬

laws jail expenses are bankrupting
some of the counties of the state

In dealing with this question it will be
observed by a reference to the report of
the superintendent that there are now on
hand 3000 convicts and the number is be-

ing
¬

augmented at a rapid ratio Our pres-
ent

¬

cell accommodations will not provide
for more than 1G00 and this number it is
alleged cannot find employment in the
walls so as to render them selfsupport-
ing

¬

It is suggested by the financial agent
that an appropriation of 8100000 In ad-

dition
¬

to the appropriation already made
is necessary to provide suitable material
machinery etc for the more successful
development of our prison industries at
Huntsville While it is further shown
that the iron industries at Kusk upon
which the labor utilised there is entirely
dependent will require nn additional ap-

propriation
¬

The output of the furnace
is from twentyfive to thirty tons of pig
iron per day but owing to the existing
freight rates this product cannot reach
a market beyond the limits of the state
It is probable that the products of the
furnace for one month would be adequate
to supply the demand of Texas markets
with pig iron for one year

The contract for supplying the iron work
for our new capitol has created a tempora ¬

ry demand which will soon be at an end
and after the wore is completed probably
onehalf f the capacity of the lnrnace can
be Uilized in the manufacture of water
and gas pipe sale of which ct remunera-
tive

¬

prices may be made
To keep this iron furnace in constant

operation for ten months in the year will
require the inauguration of some new en-

terprises
¬

demanding additional appropri-
ations

¬

To supply the necessary coal has
already consumed the timber of 1100
acres of land in one year and the timber
supply owned by the state for this pur-
pose

¬

will be exhausted in another twelve
months or less time The coal is now
transported a distance of fourteen miles
and the timber land accessible at that
distance is appreciating in value A pru ¬

dent business foresight would therefore
seem to dictate the immediate purchase
of timber land sufficient to supply the de-

mand
¬

for at least four or five years
The reports above referred to further

state that 1847 convicts are engaged in
various employments outside of the
walls under contracts soon to expire
This additional force will then be thrown
upon the state without the prospect
of remunerative employment at in ¬

door work From the exhibit of
the financial agent we find that the aver
age cost per capita for the maintenance of
convicts is 1050 per mouth To keep
these 1847 convicts in the walls as we
are now situated would therefore cost
the slate annually 8232722-

We are also informed by the superin-
tendent

¬

that to build and properly equip
prisons shops etc for the employment
of convicts at indoor work will require
at the lowest estimate an expenditure of-

S750 per capita or an aggregation of-

S18SS250 for the accommodation of this
number in the walls

It may be said that the necessary pris-
ons

¬

can be built by convict labor which
would measurably reduce the cost of
their construction But en the other
hand with the lights before us we can-
not lose sight of the fact that at present
rate of increase in onr prison population
by the time these prisons were construct ¬

ed and furnished for the successful em-

ployment
¬

of those now to be provided
for the demand would be created for ad-

ditional
¬

ones
In view of these facts is it not obvious

that to attempt to put into immediate
practical operation the much desired ob ¬

ject of confining all the convicts inside
the prison walls would Inflict a burden
upon the taxpayers too grievous to be
borne

Our various charitable Institutions are
urgently demanding increased appropria-
tions

¬

to provide for greater numbers of
these unfortunate people And some
twenty or more of onr heietofore most
prosperous counties have suffered from a
disastrous drought and the citizens
thereof are in dire distress and are not
only unable to meet the j ust demands upon
theK as taxpayers but their unfortunate
condition appeals loudly for governmental
aid m some shape to secure them from
absolute starvation and I know I but
voice the common sentiment that this
unfortunate people should have some
measure of consideration and relief and
that they should not be permitted to suf-
fer

¬

the pangs of hunger and destitution
by reason of failurss which no human
precaution could have guarded against

We should by all means strive to keep
the appropriations within the range of
the amount of revenue derived from pres-
ent

¬

rates of taxation
And desirable as it is to confine all

convicts within the walls we must deal
with facts as they are not as we would
have them Convicts should not be kept
in idleness at the expense of honest peo ¬

ple but sqould contribute by labor at
least to their own support

I would respectfully suggest that we
foster and encourage as far as practi-
cable

¬

the industries already established
in our penitentiaries so as to make
them selfsupporting and gradually
without imposing too heavy burdens
upon the people establish and con-
struct

¬

additional prisons with other in-

dustries
¬

until the state can take care of
all prisoners undergoing punishment
And as a proper inauguration of this pur-
pose

¬

an Industrial school for youthful
criminals has become an urgent necessity
and should not be longer delayed and
this will require a considerable expendi-
ture

¬

of public money in addition to the
annual current expenses of the govern-
ment

¬

Such an institution would immedi-
ately

¬

relieve our prisons of some 400 or
more of this classand thereby make room
for the same number of older convicts

There seems to be some puilic demand
that short term convicts should be placed
at work on the public roads under the
supervision and direction of county au-

thorities
¬

and at the expense of such coun ¬

ties for which the labor is performed
The constitution seems to sanction the

experiment if it does not command itand-
in following its behests we may be tble
thereby not only to provide useful
labor for a great number of convicts
but at the same time to solve an-

other
¬

difficulty tending to cause
public discontent towit the inequality
of road duty as imposed by present laws
It might be well therefore for your hon ¬

orable bodies to take into consideration
the advisability of making the experiment
I can readily foresee some serious diffi ¬

culties in the practical execution of the
system but its success would go far in
furnishing a solution to very serious pub-
lic

¬

questions which result or hope
thereof would fully justify the experi ¬

ment-
In addition to this if it be found that

our liuancia condition will admit of the
necessary appropriation I would recom-
mend

¬

the purchase of additional state
farms for the utilization of a portion of
the unskilled labor peculiarly adapted to-

faim work and unfit for almost
any other purpose as convicts It
may be seen by reference to the
report of the financial agent while the
labor within the walls has hardly proven
selfsupporting the labor worked on
farms and otherwise on the outside of the
walls contributed in a large measure by
their products to the support of those
within the walls and has at the same
time after deducting the losses on share
farms yielded the state a net profit of-

8232Gofl3 The excss of convicts
which cannot by some such method be
provided for should be put at such labor
as may least conflict with honest free
labor

THE riTLIC LANDS

I have already taken occasion in my in-

augural
¬

address to refer to certain princi-
ples

¬

which should govern us in the man-
agement

¬

and disposition of our
school and other public lands which
need not be repeated The declaration
of principles and policies sanctioned
by the people at the recent election de-

mands
¬

of those charged with the making
and the execution of the laws that these
lands should be sold to actual settlers
And until thus sold even agricultural
lands should be terapora ily leased while
the grazing lands should be leased uncon-
ditionally

¬

for short terms The obliga-
tions

¬

thus assumed will require at the
hands of your honorable bodies a careful
revision of our laws governing these mat-
ters

¬

and a reconcilement of economic pol-

icies
¬

which have been found thoroughly
antagonistic by other countries which
have attempted the experiment under
similar conditions And our own expe-
perience in later years admonish you to
caution in your deliberations and enact-
ments

¬

if you would avoid confusion and
perhaps lailure-

It occurs to me that your first duty
should be to provide by law for a thor-
ough

¬

and exact classification of these
lands so as to enable the officer or an-

thi rity charged with their management
and their utilization to be informed of the
character and value of the land or any
particular tract sought by the purchaser
The state should adopt in some manner
the business methods and principles of
individual owners who generally take
care to inform themselves of the condi-
tion

¬

advantages and quality of their
lands before accepting an offer of pur-
chase

¬

Without such information the state will
always be at a disadvantage In dealing
with purchasers which disadvantage can-

not
¬

be overcome by fixing by law an ab-

solute
¬

or arbitrary valuation to dif-

ferent
¬

classes of public lands with-
out

¬

regard to their situation or lo ¬

cality After their classification
and a minimum valuation has been deter-
mined

¬

which should be subject to public
inspection in the general land office some
discretion should be left with the com-
missioner

¬

in making sales to protect the
staie and the special funds to which the
land belongs by preventing purchasers
from appropriating any particular section
or fractional sectioi > to t e Impairment or
prevention of sales of contiguous sections
of less value Simple methods of appli-
cation

¬

for purchase should be provided
and long credits extended at low rates
of interest In the matter of leases of
grazing lands the lessee is entitled to
absolute security under the term of his
lease and the state as lessor is jointly
interested in granting this stability as-

an encouragement to leases The ren-
tal

¬

should be fixed by law and the
application for lease should be addressed
to the commissioner of the general land
office who should be charged with the
duty of executing all leases and the col-

lection
¬

of all rents This officer should
also be vested with authority to withdraw
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from lease SIl the puttjlc lands of any
particular county wheu Tsatisfled that
these lands are In demand for the pur-
pose

¬

of actual settlement and some lati-
tude

¬

should be left with him in matters
of lease by which he could conform his
action to that of adjacent land owners
for it must be remembered that most ol
these lands lie in alternate sections
with the lands of individu-
als

¬

and of corporations and
these parties by reason of the
situation may even have it in their
power to thwart the efforts of the com-
missioner

¬

and to defeat the most careful
enactment by adverse action In addi-
tion

¬

to this I suggest a revision of our
laws prohibiting the use and occupation
of these lands without authority Our
present laws upon this subject seem to
have failed intheaccomplisiment of their
legislative purpose chietly by reason of
the fact that public sentiment in the
particular localities appears to have been
adverse to their execution and the
earnest and persistent effjrts of our law
officers to protect the state have proven
almost barren of results There is
neither necessity for wisdom in consum-
ing

¬

valuable time at Dublic expense in
devising a system of leases if the open
and defiant use of these lands without
paying therefor is to be continued
And in order to hope for any revenue
from these lands we rnur take care
that the lands shall not be used without
payment If it be true that the present
state of public opinion in the locality of-
tnese lands is such as to prevent a proper
execution of the law or if the situation
in these localities is such from any other
cause as will prevent the state from se-
curing

¬

the just protection of her rights In
her courts there established the duty
will be devolved upon you to provide by
law for prosecutions aud legal prrceed
ings in other localities where the state
can secure her rights No matter how
distasteful such proceedings may be to
our sentiments or prejudices when con-
fronted

¬

with such an alternative I have
no hesitation in saying that the issue in-

volved
¬

is too vital to admit of compro-
mise

¬

or the indulgence of sentiment
And the laws should be executed by
home officers if practicable but never-
theless

¬

tney must be executed
My information is that in many of the

older organized counties there are sterile
and unproductive tracts of this public
land which are at present and have been
unsaleable to settlers and doubtle s will
be for long years to come and being iso-
lated

¬

bodies detached from other public
lands are only desirable by those already
contiguous They have been on the mar-
ket

¬

and are remnants left after the re-
peated

¬

selections of all that were consid-
ered

¬

valuable and it is not deemed
material that they should be held subject
to the rest iction as to settlement by bona
fide settlers

I tender to your honorable bodies my
hearty cooperation in any measure you
may propose for the protection of these
lands and their utilization for the benefi-
cent

¬

trusts to which they have been de-
voted

¬

THE STOCK INTEREST
The stock interest of Texas is one of

the most important interests of the state
and we should therefore favor the pas-
sage

¬

of such laws as will most effectively
protect the stockraiser andenable him to
reap the benefits of his labor This is
due him from the state he pays his taxes
and helps to support the government it
therefore devolves upon the government
to render hira secure lu the possession
and enjoyment of his property without
fmther expense or burden upon him

This great interest of our state is sur-
rounded

¬

by many serious embarrassments
and depressing agencies Under ex-
isting

¬

combination schedule rates
he cannot reach a profitable mar-
ket

¬

with the product of his herd by
railway and if he resorts to the long aud
expensive overland drive he scarcely
passes the border of hi3 own state before
he is victimized by the exactions of jeal-
ous

¬

and hostile neighboring states
through the agency of quarantine and in-

spection
¬

laws and when at last he
reaches a market after submitting to all
these impjsitions he falls an easy prey
into the hands of merciless moneyed syn-
dicates

¬

wao leave him no alternative but
to sell his stock at their own terms The
state will not sell him land uoon which
to keep his stock nor protect him from
the extortion of those who fraudulently
invade such privileges as it sees fit to
award him and by its unstable and
constantly changing land policy he is
wholly unable to make prudent pro-
vision

¬

for the safe conduct of his busi-
ness

¬

And in addition to this this great
Industry is now seriously threatened
with an invasion of the fatal plague of
pleuropneumonia It is stated by com-
petent

¬

authority that over a 100000 of
Infected cattle have already been con-
demned

¬

and slaughtered In the vicinity of
Chicago and it is supposed that not more
than onefourth of the number that have
been exposed to the contagion have been
condemned and about 8500000 worth of
cattle were destroyed a few months ago
in Canada It is further said that England
has lost over a 100000000 worth from
the ravages of pleuropneumonia while
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